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IN
SILICON VALLEY
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LONG, LONG AGO,
before Silicon Valley was settled
and suburbanized, before it was

leveled and developed,

subdivided and paved,
tract-homed and condoed,

malled and gridlocked,
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aml lang Belore the air was heowned and
svasennd, the stevams and woll waters shal-
tarked with ehemical solvenss, before it was
higdverched, -sificonchipped, mainframed
amd Ped, befvre ot was ainported, theme-
parked aml [xtfaoded, before the rode
srorling of the lirst automobile shattered
the pristine silenop on Lhe Rarmow rotied
traiis that passed through males and miles of
porgeses archards, before Leland Stanford
bailt his wniversity, belore the slver mines
wpre rlidseled omn of the hills o The minsbors
camstrocied, befofie Ny Francis Drake
perred frem the deck of the Geldes Hisde 2t
the Gnlden Gate, keag before sny Furepean
ooy even leand 1he word Amore, when
another racy of people inhabited the place
we eall Silican Valley. They believed they
were Inimie inan earthly paradibe. They
valld it Popebsatchom

Thee parupiet ol Popeloutchom were gra
e A pemthe, (0 wag sadd, a5 the climate and
tha o brevies that stippest over the moun-
Labiis b Uhie woest asd whispered throagh the
Frant tevws sl varessed all the living (hings
i the vl vael evesiiig. They Belivind
s salley wos The st Beaiiafa? pace m
e worhle

Baeeause of that convketlon they had no
aosiee Al ol o Eravel Tar amd 10 fook wpan
what must surely be lescter Bands given by
e ks 1 o wien. ln this parden af
l'ﬂ|u.-1|'illlrh-iu|_ e e 20 wad chear and
the water pure amd the Earth nawrally
fraieful anmad abaimsbagn., ey were happs

laess the first Francisran misskonar-
b aretvisd and told the stories of
thekr Ciod and the Eden he had
ereated for his first anan and woman, the
prople of Popeelagtchom weee fascinated
and fattersd DUviously, they Telt, the God
&l the Franciscans had once seen this valley
and had tried bo copy W for his people far
away
The important difference, of course, be-
tween hin Eden and this place was Uthat oo
one had ever been expriled from this para-
dise. llere there was na evil serpent and no
fafl fram grace, no parsdise lost. Pope-
loutchom was paradise preserved In the
Enghah translation of their own language —
3 banguage long since Jost — the people of
Popeloutchom called themseives “the West-
erners” betause they were Lhe westernmaos!
group of several loosely refated tribes. Over
the years, though, they had lost contact with
thetr Eastera rnasing, who had stmply melt-
pd away like anew hefore the summer sun
Yef The goas had preserved and sustabned
the Weaterners in Pepeloutchom.

The Weslermets were an lngenuaus pet

Lavry Engelmann’i biogroghy of San
Foanciven’s Melen Wik, “The Goddens and the
Amarian Gwl, " wot ol publivhed by Oufard
Univeniity Pt
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THE LAST SAN JUAN INDIAN
IN SILICON VALLEY
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By Larry Engelmnan

ple who knew neither treachery nor deceit
nar war. They welcomed the befuddied
sirangrers who sometimes stumbled wpon
their settbements. Sueh lost travelers were
regarded a3 honored guests who wosld,
when treated warmly, tell uowsusl stories
ahout distznt places apd strange gods belore
mowing on.

And ad the Westernsrs welcomed the
firsl white men wha “dicovered™ thelr val-
fey. Unlike partler travilers, Rowever, these
intriters cume 10 vay. They constrected
missbans, pul up walls and worshiped the
il wleo ereated Eden, And they heought
with them alaa thelr deadly trinlty of chal-
era, smallpex and measles. The Westerners,

10

witly v imvmuniny 18 the Ewropean idiseaved,
Tgtan A8 ddie Doy the hundreds, Those few
whsievived were beoae b witklbo (e disgd:
pline of the mislons, They lost their old
fTaith amel Ui nbal landds. They were given a
new mame by e mssasnacies They beeame
the Samn Juans

Anl rn-1g;1'4, Iike their Eastern rela
Tives, Uhey melied away.

Early in sur dwn contury when hisard
ans and eihmologists tried 16 record the s
rv of The Westernlers, they found that those
ornthe peaple of Mopeloutehom hid hecome
extincl. Aml they concluded, alter carelul
reacarch, that soemetinee arowned A3 the lavt
et of 1ot Kimdly and nlerant race had
vanidwal

whien word was relayed 1o the Smithion-

fan lestitwtior in Washington, D.C. in
te 1, that all of the Westerners had pnt
il There remaimmd, in fact, 2 single sur
vivig fullhloodeld member af Lthat tribe.
Al she wasted the story of hor De and of
e ]:ulph- revorshal fof posterity

Il vame, then. 23 3 substasiial surpeise

Jubm Therineten,  the Smlimoaiin's
leantfingt ethiobogist, rudlysl 1o Califoraia
order B trpmwerile e final westament of
this rare smevivaor of 0 lost roce, this basd
Wystorner.

Stpe calledl Bersell Ascencidn Suldrsano,
and for as long as anyone could remember
she hal lved in Gilray, There she wai
kmown, heeavse of her curative pawers, 34 8
preat and generons dectora. For soveral de-
cades the (ew remaining Indians of the re-
pion had known of the miracles perfarmed
by W docfrn, Bler wisdom, they helleved,
was the accomulatinn of learaing of a hun:
freed penecatinns of Westerners

 Each day the sick and the jame and the
alllicted came 1o her from hundreds of
miles away. They lined up in the doosway 0
het ting howse and camped 21 night in her
yand, transforuing her property into a hum-
hie pasinral version of Lourdes. Inside, the
dovtora listened carefully to their takes of
physical wae. Then she mined tonics and
sintmeats from local herbs and roots and
dopensed them 19 1he afflicted h was re-
moeed thal The remadies of the docfora
were always seccessful She restored the
health of anyone who somght ker help
Those who could, paid for her miracies
Those who could not pay mensy brought
fond or small artickes of some value. And
thae who rould pay wnh nothieg matenal
were femindiad simply 10 remember the
i tars ko Aelr prayvTs

For many yrars the doctord lirelraly
varried oo ket pracilce The local press 13-
mared wer and the local authorittes oy erioek-
ed her. She practiced medicine withoet 2
liwcwnae, to D sure. But those wha were Sup
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Except for the
simple process of
gathering food
each day, work
was completely
unknown to the
Westerners. They
lived like Adam
and Eve in Eden.
Daily life was
organized around
leisure and play.
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PARADISE
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peced ta enferce laws forbldding sueh activi-
ties clther rever heard of her or never be-
lieved she existed. Wo complaints for mal-
practice were ever filed against the doctorm.

Then one night in the late summer of
1or¥, 2 light evening breese whispered a
prophelic message to the dectora, For all of
her Life, Aseencibn had read such portents
aml premonitory signs in the wind and rain
amd im the lost language of the birds, She
could read the messages from nature as
castly a3 one today might read the headlines
in 3 newspaper.

The wind told Ascencidn that she was
pring to dic in three days. And so pow at kst
the things that remtained to bo dome must he
dary quickly,

Skt oul the Black silk dress she had
sew yeard varller to wear when she cone
frontedd death, She then sald good-by (o her
friviels in Gilray and went to the home of
her daughter — who was hall-lidizn — in
Monterew., There, in her daughters tiny
twopoom frame house, she waliad for
death. A hed was $e0up in one ‘oo and
several plilows were placed o 11 0 that
Aevenidn might sit up comfortably, Meigh-
Buaes e (Flemds were summaoned Lo see her.
Al st slored with them all the stogivs and
e eulleciive e magics of vhe Westerners.
14w, sl belicve], Pl Tinal gER ol Dee bos?
e to the childre of the despatlers of
1 lonite o

Thwn, theaugh her narrptive, Ascencida
apparently assuaged the gods of the West-
vrners and aroused thelr compassion. As she
speke, day after day, her streagth was o
stured and death was postponed.

When Harrington arrived from Wash-
ington, Ascencldn locked at him in silence
fer a leng time. Then she pronounced her
evaluation of the enthusiastic scholar. “You
are a vehicle of God,” she satd, “that comes
10 3e¢ me in the 1ith bowr to save my knowl-
edge from being lost. [ will teach you up to
the last day | ean and see If L can tell you all
Ahat ] kpow” This is what she told him.

W have lived for B3.years My mother,
Liarhara Siorra, lived for B4 years. And
my lather, Miguel Sabfesana, Hved for

2 years, One week alter the death of Barba-

ra Saerra my lather died of griel al the loss

of his lifvleng companion.”

Ascenckim, thelr only child, wa laught
the language and the Jegends of the Wes-
erners by ber parents, But with thebr deaths,
the dlalogue In the netive longue was rele-
gated forever 1o the world of the spirits

She sald that the Westerners traced
themselves back hupdreds of geperations to
& lime when mea had descended from the
poits and had been placed in Popeloytchom.
This was fellowed by # greal flood that caus-
= the orean waturs 1o clse 1o the top of the
Gabitan Moudtaing, Foltowlng the {lood, the
founder of the Westerners taught his chil-
dren how Lo live on Earth, how to heal
Hinesses, how 1o prepare food, build homes
anel worship the gods, This father and teach-
er had then departed to the world of the
alterltfe in the west, beyond the mountalis
and the sex and the suasel. And there, afler
cleath, vvery Westerner would In bl tarn be
wedramed by the father and teacher. Yot
afver deatly, the Westerners might still visie
thelr children and freins in Popeloutchom
In dreama,

Amang the Westerners, Ascenclén sald,

Barbarz Sierra, Astention's mother (corrected)

age was respected and venerated. It was not,
as amang the white people, considered sim-
ply a purgatory prior todeath. With age, the
Westerners realized, came wisdom and mag-
ical powers. Aged wamen, it was believed,
had the power to contrel the growth of
planis

And death was oot something that the
Westerners feared. When death came, rela.
tivrs of the deceased covered themsclves
with ashes and mourned openly. Some even
removed themselves {rom other members of
the trlbe for several days and fasted and
chanted songs of death

In Popeloutcham, Ascencidn said, na
ture provided such an abundance of lood
that the Westerners always had an oversup
ply of wiid fraits, greens and seods.” Conse-
quently they did not practce agriculture,
nor did they ever caltlvate the land. And
except for the simple process of gathering
food vach day, work was completely un-
knivwn 10 the Westernors, They lived like
Adam amd Eve in Eden. Dally lile was orga-
nized around leisure apd play, and there was
neilher worry nor care aboul Lomorrow.

The men and bays of the Westerners
were ne clothing, And the women wore anly
a simple brief buckskln skirt. Yit, Ascenridn
asserhed, their skin did ned burn I the suim.
mner sun, nor did they cateh colds even bnthe
it severe winters,

The seeret of thelr kealth, she belleved,
was The dally immersion bn cold waler Fach
marning, a3 scam 3 they had risen from
thelr shesp, every Westerner walked 1o the
nearest plver of stream. Evea the tnlest

infants were borme alomg. Then the West
erners jumped Ioto the water and washed
themselves. The practice was pursued every
day of the year, regardless of the weather.
When they left the water the Westerners
returned to thelr dwellings for the morolog
meal

‘The basic food of the Westerners was a
gruel consisting of acorn kernels that were
crushed and-then bleached with water to
remove the bitterness, then boiled with
meat, fish or greens.

Adter breakfast each day, the Western-
er3 began thelr dally actlvities. The gather
ing of food and fuel — the most Lmportant
taiks — were consldered an adventurs and
were carried out {a both 3 communal asd 2
leisurely way.

The men and hoys hunted Lo small
groups, leaving the camp each mornlng and
returoing Jate o the afternoon. They rodm-
ed the hitlsides and the valley Moor af Pape
loutehom lo search of game, especially deer.
They were infornul during the hunt, elway:
makieg it more sport than work. When oth-
er local bands were gighted, the groups
would stop to talk and exchange stovies. Uf
game had already becn taken, part of it was
cooked and eaten by both groups. Athletic
competitlons — running, wretling and
arehery — were also common a1 these Iafor-
mal encounters.

The Western hunters had  learned,
through ceaturiea of obaervation, the hables
of thelr préy. Ascenvidn recalled, They
eoild, therefare, over themaslves with

deerahlo, walk on ol fours bie a deer, nad
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Miguel Solorsane, her fother

approach their prey very closely. A small
bird In flight could commonly be hit by most
Western archers with a single arrow, so well
did they understand the speed and flight
patterns of the winged game ol Popeloutch:
DT

In the rivers and streams of Popeloutch-
o the men trapped fish In the shallows and
theo shol them with arrows. Somellmes,
when bunting parties traveled as {ar as the
weslern ocean, they took sea otter, seals and
s£3 lions. And sometimes the hunting parties
came upon s small whale that bad been
trapped In o tidepool or had washed ashore
— A magolflkcent gift from the gods thal
might feed 2 single village for weeks

While the mea and boys hunted, the
women and glris gathered acorns, roots,
nuts, greens, (rults and other foods. lo Lthe
quest for these, Ascencldn remembered,
they blended cooversation, Laughter and
singlog. Like the men, they went out (o Lheir
decidedly unstrenuous ascuvity Iln small
groups. Collecting lirewood meant greater
eflort and travel, so there was seldom more
iban 2 single day's supply of wood ln any
village in the valley — even when heavy rain
clouds threatened.

The women also provided water lor ev-
ery houschold In a village. Water was car.
ried from the streams in baskets woven by
hand. The baskets were made from the roots
of "cul grass,” and when they were [llled
with water they swelled and did not leak —
not one drop, Ascencién sald.

The Westerners mastered countless
cralts and pased the pride of workmanshlp

on to each succeeding generation. The men
mide beautiful and powerful bows, rein
lercvd with layers of sinew. They were mas:
ter archers and could string and [lire arrows
with aimnst blinding speed. Their arrows,
guided in flight by eagle feathers, slipped
exsily through the body of a deer or a bear.

The women were the weavers of bas
kels. They sat In a large circle oul of doors
and construcled baskets while they talked
and sang. Each woman's baskels carrled a
distinct design that reflected her individual
creativily. The patlerns were never repeal-
rd or copicd. And at 2 woman's death, her
baskets were burned or glven away Lo
sirangers.

More for soclabllity than protection, the
Westerners lived In small villages. Each
home resembled a beeblve. They were con-
structed by driving willow poles Into the
groucd ina circle, bendiog the tops together
and theo hinding them. Horironlal poles
were then laced through the verticals, snd
deer grass was applled as a cover. A lew
small holes were feft as windows. The door
was small and low gnd faced away from the
prevalling winds. The ground served as the
floor of the house. Sleeping mals were wo-
ven from bullrushes. Robes from deer and
berar hides served as hlankels.

Filty years before Ascenclén was born,
the first white men arrived in Popeloutch-
om, she sald, They examined the country-
side and named the land San Benlto. They
then bulit a mission and named it after a
man who pald great deference lo the prac-
tice of Immersion In water — John the Dap-

ilst They called the mikslion San Juan Bautls-
ta; the inhabltants of the 23 villages In the
area near the misslon were called simply
san Juans, referring to thelr traditional
practice of Immersion In water, Then they
taught the Westerners how to cultivate
fields and work and how 1o pray and bow to
live. And how to die.

~ot long after the'first white men had
arrived In the region, the gods of the West.
erners had demonstrated thelr grave dis-
pleasure with the intruders. The gods, As-
renclon sald, stamped thelr feet upon the
valley floor and caused bulldings to fall and
great cracks 1o open In the ground. The
white men,of course, were utterly terrilied
by the quaking of the Earth. They lived
putside thelr homes for several days and
nervously questioned the Westerners about
the earthquake. But the white men re
mained, And In the years that [ollowed.
again and again the displeased gods of Pope-
loutchom pounded on the Earth In protest,
but tn vain. The white people poured In and
ilsregarded the warnlngs.

tales of the Westerners and scribbled

down page after page of notes. He was
amazed at the comprebensivencss and vivid.
ness of her memory.

j ofin llarrington listened to Ascencldn's

¢ was, however, only one of many
wiinesses 1o, Ascencldn’s long narrative.
Uhairs were set up lacing the bed In smali,
even rows, and dorens of local people came
daily to sit silently for hours on end o hear
this last Westerner sing and chant and whis-
per the apeless storles of her people one last
Lk,

And as Ascencldn spoke of a world that
w3s no more and that would never be again,
she drew, day alter day, untapped reserves
ol strength. Through October, November
and December, she talked and Harrlngton
wrote, ller audiences Increased as word of
the wise woman’s stories spread. And many
ol those she had cured traveled great dis
tances (o pay thelr last respects and to hear
her last words.

Dut in January her strength suddenly
started to slip away. And as the end neared,
she began to se¢ and hear the spirits of. the
Westerners In the room and outside the
house, reminding her of staries she had not
yel told and beckoning to her 1o [lnlsh her
wark. As she spoke, more slowly now and
almost In a whisper, she would suddenly
polot to someone slitiog at her bedslde and
say, “The spirit of my [ather, Miguel, I3 sit-
ting beside you!" Then she would speak Lo
Miguel in 3 language no one in the room had
ever hoard before and would never hear
again.

Finally, she heard the splrits of her race
tapping at the door, summoning ber. She
had 1old John Harringlon all she remember.
ed of Paradise, s place once called "Pope-
loutchom.”" Now she gazed st Harrlogton
once more In silence for a long time. It was s
sad, piteous look But the sadness and the
pity were not for hersel{ but for Harrington
and for those of us who would read what she
had whispered and he had written, and who
would never ever look upon a place Lo this
world as beautlful as her Eden, ber Pope-
loutchom.

She closed her eyes and began yery
peolly plcking Imaglnary flowers from Lhe
blanket Then, peacefully and without any
struggle, she stopped breathing.

It was January 1830 when the last West-

erner lell Popeloutchom. The next morning.

some of the baskels she had woven were
hurned, and the others were given away 1o
sirangers. [ ]
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The gods,
Ascencion said,
stamped their feet
upon the valley
(loor and caused
buildings to fall
and great cracks to
open in the ground.
The white men,
of course, were
utterly terrified by
the quaking of

the Earth.
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